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Abstract

During the reign of Burji Mamluk in Egypt, confiscation of property by order of the
sovereign, which had precedents in the Islamic world and Egypt before, entered a
serious field in the political economy of Egypt, in a way that was a common
phenomenon in the politics and economy of the Mamluk era. The property
confiscation had different political and economic motives in this period; the present
research has tried to study and explain the accounts related to confiscation in this era
with a library and a descriptive-analytical method, with an emphasis on sources
from the Mamluk era in order to answer the main question: What were the reasons
and political and economic grounds for the confiscation of property in Egypt during
the Burji Mamluk period?. This study examines an important part of the numerous
and diverse reports related to confiscation in the Burji Mamluk era in order to
explain the relationship of this economic phenomenon with the political atmosphere
in the Mamluk era from the perspective of the complex relationships between the

sultans, emirs, and Mamluk agents in a governance with a competitive rather than
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hereditary structure, and even to determine the impact of the macro-process of the
world economy of that era, especially the European maritime trade between the East
and the West via the Red Sea-Mediterranean and the coasts of Egypt, at a point in
history when Egypt's economic power had declined due to various external and
internal factors.

Keywords: Burji Mamluks, Egypt, Economic History, Confiscation of Property.

Introduction

The Mamluk Empire was one of the most important states in the Islamic world that
ruled Egypt between 784 and 923 AH. This government had special characteristics,
including the non-Egyptian descent of its sultans, who ruled Egypt by relying on the
military force of their emirs and generals. Another characteristic of this government
was the economic situation of Egypt during this period, which fluctuated
significantly with the interventions of the Mamluk emirs. One of the special aspects
of these governmental interventions in the Egyptian economy was the will of the
Mamluk sultans to confiscate the property of different segments of society.
Confiscation, which was prevalent before the Mamluk era or in other Islamic lands
and states (for example, see: Ibn Hisham, 1438 AH, Vol. 1: 321; Khajeh Mirza,
1382: 36-40; Ghorbani Hesari et al., Spring and Summer 1395: 47-69; and Ghorbani
Hesari et al., March 1395: 219-238; Bosworth, 1993: 7/652); was part of the
society's reaction subsystem towards crime, meaning that if there was behavior in
society that was consistent with the concept or idea of crime and society took a
punitive approach towards it, for the purpose of this punishment, a part of the
criminal's property was specifically taken from him. Confiscation gained great
importance during the Burji Mamluk era and was highly organized, routine, and
implemented within the framework of legitimate or legal behavior by the sultans,
and therefore, numerous reports of these confiscations are found in the sources of
this period.

Materials & Methods

Given the large number of reports available on property confiscation in Egypt during
this period, the present study aims to provide an answer to the main question of what
were the reasons and political and economic grounds for property confiscation in

Egypt during the Burji Mamluk era, in order to achieve a comprehensive analysis of
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the various reports of property confiscation, its reasons and grounds, and the role of
the Mamluk sultans and emirs in this phenomenon, and to explore its relationship as
a phenomenon in the domestic economy of Egypt with external economic factors.
Therefore, in addition to its historical, political, and economic nature, the present
study is also related to cultural criminology in the sense of studying human daily life
experiences to explain why and how some of these behaviors were criminalized
(Fruton, 2019: 405).

This research will be conducted using various and original sources and research
in this field of study, with a library method and a descriptive method and historical
data analysis. In other words, the relevant reports should be extracted and, at the
same time, analyzed historically and categorized with a critical look at their
importance, in order to present an analytical description of the confiscation of
property in this period and, finally, to reveal the relationship of this phenomenon
with politics and economy.

Discussion & Result

This study has examined an important part of the numerous and diverse reports
related to confiscation in the Burji Mamluk era in order to explain the relationship of
this economic phenomenon with the political atmosphere in the Mamluk era from
the perspective of the complex relationships between the sultans, emirs and Mamluk
agents in a governance with a competitive rather than hereditary structure, and even
to determine the impact of the macro process of the world economy of that era,
especially the European maritime trade between the East and the West via the Red
Sea-Mediterranean route and the coasts of Egypt, at a point in history when Egypt's

economic power had declined due to various external and internal factors.

Conclusion

The present research, to understand the historical phenomenon of confiscation in
Egypt during the Mamluk era, attempted to make it possible to understand this
phenomenon by examining the most data from historical sources and some existing
research, through the path of understanding the reasons and contexts for its

occurrence; on this basis, the following achievements were achieved:
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1. The most important reasons and contexts for the occurrence of the
confiscation phenomenon can be explained in two aspects: political
and economic.

2. From a political perspective, confiscation must be recognized within the
framework of the political system and the strategies of the Mamluks to gain
political legitimacy; In a situation where the basis of legitimacy in the
Mamluk system was based on the support of the Mamluk emirs who owned
military families, that is, a significant number of Mamluk soldiers under the
"ownership-command" of each emir, achieving and maintaining the monarchy
was due to the greatest support from these emirs. Therefore, political
competitions between them were common, which took place in the form of
rebellions of the emirs against the sultan, and in return, repression took place,
including in the form of confiscation of the property of the rebellious emirs, to
prevent his family from accessing these financial resources to repeat
the rebellion.

3. The emergence of external threats, especially from the Europeans, led to the
emergence of models of confiscation at home, including against European
merchants, as a symbolic response to them or to prevent their influence in
the country.

4. The main reasons and economic grounds for the confiscation should be sought
in the Mamluks' lack of a policy for the economic prosperity of Egypt, in a
situation where they were foreign rulers with no territorial ties to Egypt and
only pursued the survival of their rule by consuming economic resources
without a plan to replace and organize these resources; however, their
inattention to the territorial economy ultimately led to the Europeans' boycott
of their waterway trade routes, which led to a shrinking of the Egyptian
economy, and ultimately led them to an approach of resisting economic
collapse by putting pressure on the internal society, including through various
confiscations, in order to compensate for the budget deficit.

5. The Mamluks' attempt to eliminate the budget deficit by relying on domestic
resources in every possible way resulted in a kind of indifference even to
religious issues in ownership, which led, for example, to the confiscation of
the estates of the deceased and various types of criminalizations and
unreasonable punishments, which demonstrated the impact of incompetent

governance on the economy and, in a disturbing way, the negative impact of
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an irregular economy on a society in decline of political culture, in such a way
that confiscation can be seen not as an effort by the political system and its
judicial apparatus to reform society, but as a symbol of political chaos, the
collapse of the economic and the collapse of political morality.

6. In the pre-modern era, that is, in the absence of modern systems with
institutions that implement justice, such as the judiciary and the law,
confiscation was an element to compensate for part of this justice, but in
conditions where there were no rules and laws, it could make this justice very
taste-based and far from the true concept of justice.
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