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Abstract

Planning for Development in Iran started before the Islamic Revolution and continued
with the Islamic Revolution with the aim of realizing the ideal Islamic society and
turning Iran into a model for the Islamic world. However, despite the implementation of
6 development programs after the Islamic Revolution, there are still fundamental
challenges in the process of Iran's development, and the development programs have not
been able to manage these challenges. The present study seeks to answer how the
development programs implemented in Iran after the Islamic Revolution and its
function in the development process of Iran were constructed. In explaining this, the
approach of analyzing development programs is historical sociology. Therefore, the
theoretical construction as well as the approach of the activists in the formulation of this
concept in the historical course has been investigated. In this sense, in addition to the
role of actors and theoretical ideas in the formation of these programs, attention has also
been paid to the historical events that happened along the way of the programs. Based
on the study, it can be pointed out that the development programs after the revolution, in
addition to not using the experience of development in the Pahlavi era and being formed
under a different worldview, could not reach a consensus at the theoretical and activist
level. Also in the historical context, with Events such as embargo and lack of foreign
exchange resources did not make it possible to shape the development discourse.
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Introduction

The concept of development and development planning is an issue that has become a
problem of the Iranian society in the contemporary era. Therefore, many have studied
and criticized this concept, ideas and development plans prepared in Iran. The authors
of this research have previously evaluated and investigated the development plans in the
second Pahlavi era in a research titled "Construction of Development Plans in Iran
before the Islamic Revolution". The present research, which deals with the construction
of development plans after the Islamic revolution, in continuation of the same research
with the approach of historical sociology and the theoretical model of construction,
seeks an answer to how the development plans are formulated after the Islamic

revolution.

Materials & Methods

Historical sociology investigates the evolution of social structures and processes,
therefore, in a sense, it pays attention to the development of societies and examines the
theoretical and practical aspects of the phenomena of human society in a historical
context and in a long-term process. This research uses this approach to formulate the
planning process. Development in Iran will benefit after the Islamic Revolution. Most
of the studies conducted in this field have been limited to one of these aspects or have
not examined this phenomenon in a historical context and in a comprehensive process.
In terms of the theoretical approach, in this article, the construction theory will be used
as an epistemic platform for data processing. The theoretical approach of construction is
considered a unified theoretical model and connects two levels of society, micro and
macro, so in this approach, social phenomena are created in the interrelationship of
structure-actor/agent and are reproduced in a dialectical and dynamic relationship in the
historical context of structures.

Discussion & Result

The concept of development, after the Islamic revolution, with the interruption that
occurred in its implementation, unlike the experience before the revolution, faced a
different worldview, which made the development process face a new problem, and that

was the lack of attention to the different foundations of these two phenomena.
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Therefore, regardless of the coordination of the theoretical basis of these two
phenomena, the development process faced serious problems. The effort to align the
ideals of the revolution and the theoretical ideas of development was something that
was not paid much attention to at first, and this itself became a factor for the internal
and external contradictions of this phenomenon. The different approaches of different
governments to build the concept of development based on new ideals was another
factor that did not help the theoretical construction of this phenomenon. The change of
governments in the middle of implementing the programs also prevented the coherence
of this phenomenon in the experience after the revolution. In addition to that, the
interference of the compiled development plans with the upstream documents made it
impossible to construct this phenomenon. This resulted in the formation of an
intellectual consensus about the concept and format of development after the revolution
and, except for the third program prepared and implemented in the reform government,
a coherent thinking environment for development programs was not formed.

In the domain of activists, the development plans after the Islamic revolution faced
fundamental challenges. As the conflict between governments and parliaments over the
approval and implementation of post-revolution development plans and various
government departments with each other, often led to a lack of elite consensus on
development plans and even led to non-implementation by governments and their
complete negation. As sometimes the development plans have been extended due to
these differences and non-approval at the appointed time. Activists of development
programs sometimes faced the problem of the possibility of forming this concept by
completely denying the planning path in practice.

Conclusion

In the course of history, the developed development plans were faced with events during
the implementation phase that made it impossible to form these plans. The most
important feature of the development programs after the Islamic revolution, unlike the
pre-revolution era, is the budget deficit due to the dependence of the budget on oil and
various sanctions since the beginning of the Islamic revolution, which did not provide
the possibility of its coherent construction. This has made it impossible to achieve the
goals of the development plans and has caused deviations from the plans. Sanctions on
Iran and its social, political and economic results have practically made the necessary
platform for the implementation and formation of development plans impossible. In

other words, for a long time, sanctions have prevented the use of elite capacities,
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financing, technological supply, etc., and on the other hand, by creating crises and social
and economic gaps, it has challenged the development plans. Therefore, the
development plans in Iran after the revolution have not been able to be constructed and
have remained in the form of ideas and thoughts.
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OPEC, (2014), Annual Report 2013.



