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Abstract

The establishment of Companies in the Qajar period is due to Iran's commercial
position. The neighborhood of Iran and Russia and the need of these two countries for
each other's products made Iranian and Russian businessmen to exchange commercial
products. Iranian merchants were connected with Russian and European merchants
through the sea routes and the Northern Sea, as well as the Oman Sea and the Persian
Gulf and internal routes. During the Qajar period, the main goods imported from the
north were sugar and spices and cloth from the south. The favorable commercial
position of Iran, especially during the Qajar period, provided the foundation for the
establishment of Companies with commercial use and exchange. Ettehadieh Company
started its business and exchange activity in Tabriz and expanded in Tehran. This
research aims to explain the trade routes and the importance of Companies, to deal with
the activity of Ettehadieh Company of the union with the method of historical analysis
and by referring to the family documents of Ettehadieh Company and to answer the
question, what role did the trade routes play in the development of Ettehadieh
Company? It is assumed that the insecurity of the internal roads and their unsuitable
conditions for the passage of goods had faced obstacles to the trade union's activity,
which slowed down their activity, of course, the political system ruling Iran was also
not unaffected.
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Introduction

The role of transportation routes during the Qajar era in the operations of Companies,
particularly the Ettehadieh T Company, can be analyzed from various perspectives.
During this period, transportation routes were among the most significant economic and
commercial infrastructures, playing a crucial role in either facilitating or restricting
trade activities. Given the importance of the Ettehadieh Company as one of the
prominent commercial institutions of the time, examining this subject can shed light on

some lesser-known aspects of Iran’s trade interactions during the Qajar era.

The Status of Transportation Routes During the Qajar Era

During the Qajar period, the network of roads and pathways played a fundamental role
in connecting cities and commercial ports. However, these roads were often in poor
condition. Factors such as low road quality, insecure routes, and the lack of proper
transportation facilities increased trade costs significantly. The roads were primarily

caravan routes or rudimentary paths.

The Ettehadieh Company

The Ettehadieh Company, as one of the commercial institutions of the Qajar period,
began its activities in 1897 (1316 AH). Initially, Haj Lotf-Ali and Haj Rahim were
engaged in money exchange, but with the expansion of activities by banks like the
Imperial Bank and the Loan Bank, they gradually shifted to trade and land management.
The Ettehadieh Company maintained connections with major commercial cities through
its representatives and partners. Internationally, it was connected with Russia and
European countries. Although it was involved in trade, export, and import activities, its

primary focus, based on the remaining documents, was money exchange.

Materials & Methods

The information gathered in this study is derived from the Ettehadieh family’s archives.
These documents were selected and extracted from the family’s private collection, with
some of them included in the appendix of this research. The documents of the
Ettehadieh family are categorized into three groups: personal letters, commercial letters,
and promissory notes and drafts, with the third category being settlement agreements. In

this study, commercial letters, promissory notes, and drafts have been utilized, covering
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the period from 1316 to 1350 AH. The commercial correspondence includes not only
domestic merchants but also companies from England, Belgium, France, and Germany.
A significant portion of the domestic correspondence involves merchants from cities
such as Rasht, Tabriz, Bushehr, Isfahan, Shiraz, and Ahvaz.

Discussion & Result

Documents from the Ettehadieh Company reveal that it attempted to choose routes
optimized for security, speed, and cost. As such, it typically utilized routes that provided
access to major domestic and international markets. Part of the company’s activities
relied on southern ports of Iran, such as Bandar Abbas and Bushehr. The land routes
connecting these ports to cities like Isfahan, Tehran, and Tabriz played a significant role
in transporting imported and exported goods.

Most of these routes were basic pathways that lacked adequate security in the
remote central and southern regions. It was common for letters carried by couriers to be
intercepted or fail to reach their destinations. Additionally, commercial goods were
often damaged—either by bandit attacks along the routes or due to logistical challenges.
For instance, in ports like Bushehr, which lacked proper docking facilities, ships had to
anchor far from the shore, causing goods to fall into the water, resulting in damaged
packaging and other issues.

One of the main challenges faced by the Ettehadieh Company was the high
transportation costs and risks posed by bandits and route insecurity. To address these
problems, the trading house established a network of local representatives along various
routes. These representatives were responsible for managing shipments, ensuring

security, and overseeing commercial operations.

Relations with European Merchants

Merchants preferred purchasing goods on a delivered-to-location basis from European
traders. However, European traders, aware of the poor conditions of Iran’s trade routes,
were reluctant to agree to such contracts. The primary obstacles faced by the Ettehadieh
Company included the lack of governmental support for merchants, inadequate road

infrastructure, and insecure routes.

Conclusion

Transportation routes during the Qajar era played a critical role in either facilitating or

limiting commercial activities. The Ettehadieh Company, by leveraging communication
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networks and strategically managing trade routes, managed to overcome many existing
challenges and contributed significantly to the development of both domestic and
international trade in Iran. The surviving documents from this Company highlight the
importance of strategic planning in addressing the infrastructural and security
limitations of that era.
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