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Yazd Industrial Modernity in the Pahlavi Era

Case study of modern textile industry in Yazd between 1931 and
1963
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Abstract

Since textiles are very old in Yazd, this industry is tied not only to the "economy"
but also to the "identity" of this city. Therefore, the transformation of the traditional
textile industry into a modern textile industry affected the economic and social life
of almost all the inhabitants of this city and All social groups had a role in this
process according to their "interpretation" of their advantages and disadvantages and
their interests and values. The main question of this research is who were the initial
and main "carriers / founders" of the development of the modern textile industry of
Yazd (between 1931 and 1963) and on the basis of what "material and ideal
interests" did so? And basically, what has been the role of the government and
various economic, political and social groups in the development this modern
industry. This research is part of historical sociology and is taken from the approach
of "social construction of technology" and the research method used is qualitative
and descriptive-analytical. The findings of the study indicate that although the
Pahlavi government and merchants were the primary and main "carriers / founders"
of the modern textile industry in Yazd. But how this industry develops and stabilizes

in Yazd is the result of the interaction or conflict of all social groups related to this
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industry, including politically influential individuals and families, traditional textiles
(sharbafan) and industrial workers, clerics and Zoroastrians, and the interaction of

their "material and ideal interests".

Keywords: Yazd textile industry, Yazdi merchants, traditional textiles (sharbafan),

industrial workers, clerics, Zoroastrians
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