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Abstract

Textile weaving in the Samanid realm was closely intertwined with animal
husbandry, agriculture, and horticulture, influenced by the natural environments of
Khorasan, Transoxiana, and Khwarazm. The production of wool, cotton, flax, and
silk supplied the weaving industry. The occupational structure of this industry
encompassed spinning, weaving, cloth trading, and dyeing. Nishapur, Merv,
Bukhara, Samarkand, and Kath were key production hubs. Productions varied,
including silk, cotton, and wool fabrics. Textile weaving benefited from the
commercial positions of Nishapur, Merv, Bukhara, and Kath. Textiles were exported
to other lands via the Khorasan highway and the Silk Road.

The question of this research is the relationship of textiles with the economic,
social, and geographical structure of the Samanid realm. The objective of the
research is to examine the role of natural factors, occupational networks, production
centers, and trade routes in weaving. The research method is library-based, relying
on historical and geographical sources with a descriptive-analytical approach.

The research findings indicate that the abundance of water, the thriving of

agriculture and animal husbandry, and the geographical position provided a suitable
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foundation for the production of raw materials. Nishapur, Merv, Bukhara,
Samarkand, and Kath were centers of textile production, and textiles were exported

to other lands via trade routes.

Keywords: Khorasan, Transoxiana, Khwarazm, raw materials, textiles, production,
trade.

Introduction

Textile weaving flourished in the Samanid realm. The textile weaving industry,
relying on raw materials obtained from agriculture, horticulture, and animal
husbandry, interconnected various activities. Major cities served as weaving centers.
The production of silk, cotton, and wool fabrics met the needs of different social
strata. Weaving centers supplied various types of textiles to markets, contributing to
the prosperity of markets and trade. Periodic and permanent markets ensured the
sustainability of textile production and trade. The demand from neighboring lands
and distant territories provided a stable consumer market for textiles. Fine fabrics
from Khorasan, Transoxiana, and Khwarazm were exported to lands beyond the
Samanid realm.

The objective of this research is to examine the foundations and factors
influencing the flourishing of weaving and the textile trade in the Samanid realm.

The research question is: What were the fundamental factors affecting the textile
industry in Khorasan, Transoxiana, and Khwarazm?

The hypothesis of the research is that the diverse climate of Khorasan,
Transoxiana, and Khwarazm; the favorable natural conditions of these lands for
agriculture, horticulture, and animal husbandry; the presence of various skilled
craftsmen; and their location along trade routes provided the necessary conditions
for the production of raw materials, the weaving of textiles, and their supply to

domestic markets as well as to the markets of other lands.

Materials and Methods

This research has been compiled using a library-based method with a descriptive-
analytical approach. The study draws upon data from sources of local histories,
dynastic histories, geographical sources, and travel accounts from the third and
fourth centuries AH (ninth and tenth centuries CE). Data from the local, dynastic,
and general histories of later centuries, as well as geographical sources, genealogical

works, and encyclopedic texts, have also been utilized.
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Discussion and Results

The textile weaving industry was interconnected with agriculture, horticulture, and
animal husbandry. Wool, hair, cotton, flax, and silk were obtained from animal,
agricultural, and horticultural production. Agriculture, horticulture, and animal
husbandry were influenced by geographical and natural factors.

In Khorasan, abundant rivers flowed, and in arid and semi-arid regions, water
was supplied through the digging of qanats. In Nishapur, Merv, and Balkh, silk,
cotton, and flax were produced. In Transoxiana, the rivers Amu Darya (Oxus or
Jeyhun), Syr Darya (Seyhun), and Sogd flowed. In the farmlands of Transoxiana,
cotton and flax were produced, and horticulture had promoted the flourishing of
silkworm breeding. Along the banks of the Amu Darya in Khwarazm, silkworms
were raised. Favorable climatic conditions and vast pastures provided the necessary
conditions for raising sheep and camels and producing wool in Khorasan and
Transoxiana. In Khwarazm, fur and down were obtained from small wild animals
such as foxes, sables, squirrels, and rabbits.

Spinners transformed raw materials into threads of yarn, and weavers used them
to weave fabrics. Nishapur, Herat, and Merv were among the weaving centers of
Khorasan. Khorasani weavers produced silk fabrics, fine silk gauze (harir), brocade
(diba), gold-threaded textiles (zarbaf), and coarse cotton cloth (karbas). The
patronage of rulers toward the weaving industry was one of the factors contributing
to the thriving of textile production. In Bukhara and its surrounding areas, high-
quality Bukhari, Zandanechi (or Zandani), and Vizari fabrics were woven. The
clothing of kings and high officials was made from Zandanechi and Vizari textiles.
Silver-threaded and silk fabrics were produced in Samarkand. In Khwarazm, fur-
lined and down-filled garments were made from the fur and down of sables, fennec
foxes, stoats, squirrels, and rabbits.

Khorasan was connected to the central and western regions of Iran and to
Baghdad via the Khorasan highway. Nishapur, Sarakhs, Merv, Herat, Balkh, and
Qaen were commercial centers of Khorasan and possessed prosperous markets.
Nishapur served as the gateway for the entry and exit of commercial caravans on
both sides of the Khorasan highway. Sarakhs linked the markets of Khorasan and
Transoxiana. Quhistan formed the commercial link between Khorasan and the
southern and southeastern regions of Iran. Balkh and Herat played intermediary
roles in Khorasan's trade with Sistan and India. From the commercial centers of

Khorasan, silk and cotton fabrics were traded to other lands.
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Proximity to Turkestan and the lands of the nomadic Turks provided a favorable
commercial position for Transoxiana. Sayram (Isfijab) was one of the hubs of textile
trade. Merchants transported various goods to the lands of the Oghuz Turks via the
Syr Darya River. Merchants from the cities of Samarkand and Taraz took textiles
and silk to Turkestan. Sogdian merchants traveled to Kashgar via a branch of the
Silk Road. In the markets of Bukhara, textiles were bought and sold, and merchants
carried them to other lands. From Khwarazm, silk and wool fabrics were traded to
the lands of the Oghuz and the Khazars. Fur and down were imported to Khwarazm
from the lands of the Slavs and the lands of Gog and Magog.

Conclusion

Climatic conditions contributed to the production of raw materials and the thriving
of the textile weaving industry. The occupational structure of the textile weaving
industry led to the employment of individuals from various social strata in textile
professions. The textile weaving industry revitalized production and distribution
centers for fabrics and other textiles in cities. Governmental support for the weaving
industry, in addition to meeting the diverse needs of rulers and high officials, played
an effective role in its flourishing. The weaving industry provided various types of
fabrics and other textiles to different social strata in accordance with their economic
capacity and lifestyle. Textile weaving invigorated domestic markets. The favorable
geographical position and the location of production and commercial centers along

trade routes led to the expansion of trade with other lands.
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