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Abstract

From the Sasanian Empire and other great states such as the Roman Empire, the Han
Empire, and the Abbasid Caliphate, there are reliable tax data that can be used to
compare the economic power of these governments. Since the current currency and
the geographical conditions of the states were different, contemporary researchers
use the conversion of money into the price of grain, especially wheat, to estimate the
economic power of the states. By finding the approximate price of wheat in each of
the investigated states and converting the total tax received by these states into the
mass unit of wheat, it is possible to compare their economic power. The main issue
of the current research is the comparative study of the income of the Sasanian
kingdom with the mentioned governments to compare their economic power. The
obtained results will show that, Although the Sasanians collected less taxes from
each people and lands than the States after them, but on average, they had about 3 to
6 times the income of the largest non-Iranian states of the ancient and middle world
in terms of the price of wheat. The research method comparative study and data

collection method is library.
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Introduction

After the Parthian Empire, the Sasanian Empire was the longest-ruling political

system in Iran, managing to control the lands between Central Asia and the Arabian
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Peninsula for more than 4 centuries, and was a powerful rival to the Romans in the
West and the nomadic tribes and political systems in the East. Without a dynamic
and well-organized economy, the Sasanians could not have preserved their power
and stability for such an extended period; yet a dynamic economy itself depended on
the management and expansion of irrigation and agricultural systems, as well as on
the flourishing of trade and industry. Written sources and archaeological findings
indicate a significant expansion of agricultural and urban infrastructure throughout
the Sasanian period, a development that is evident across most regions of the
empire, particularly in Mesopotamia and on the Iranian Plateau. By constructing
water-management systems such as canals, dams, barrages, and qanats, and by
expanding road networks while ensuring their security, the Sasanians made possible
the economic prosperity of their realm. Although some tax figures and fiscal
statistics are available for assessing the overall impact of Sasanian economic and
infrastructural measures, scholars have rarely undertaken a comprehensive analysis
of this evidence. These numerical data indicate the level of taxation collected by the
Sasanians from the population and from agricultural lands, and in some cases they
reflect the total revenue of the central government within a specific region or across
the entire Sasanian realm. By comparing these data with those of other major
polities of the ancient and medieval worlds, it becomes possible to assess the true
extent of Sasanian economic power. Therefore, the main question of the present
study will be: what was the annual income of the Sasanian Empire after the reforms
of Khosrow Anushirvan compared to other great states of the ancient and
medieval world?

Materials and Methods

In the present study, the remaining numerical data on the Sasanian Empire's taxes
will be examined and the total income of the empire after the reforms of Khosrow
Anushirvan will be estimated. This revenue is then evaluated in terms of the price of
wheat, making it comparable to the income of other major states considered in this
research. Finally, relying on a comparative method, the study will compare the
revenue of the Sasanian Empire with that of the Roman Empire, the Han Empire,
and the Abbasid Caliphate.
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Discussion and Results

Some surviving numerical data from later Islamic sources report the amount of tax
collected by the Sasanians from each individual or from each unit of agricultural
land. Although these data have occasionally been examined by scholars, they have
rarely been studied comprehensively, and no effort has been made to analyze them
comparatively with the revenues of other major states of the ancient and medieval
worlds. After the fiscal reforms of Khosrow Anushirvan, the Sasanians levied an
annual tax of 4 to 12 drachms on each man aged 20 to 50, depending on his social
and economic status, while agricultural products were taxed according to their type.
Some sources provide information on the total revenue of the Sasanian central
government from specific regions or from the entire empire. After adjusting the
available data, it can be determined that the Sasanian Empire, following the reforms
of Khosrow Anushirvan, had an annual revenue of approximately 600 million
drachms. However, comparing this figure with the revenues of the other
aforementioned states is not straightforward, as the value of currency differed in
each polity and depended on the geographic and social conditions of each territory.
However, some scholars have calculated state revenues in terms of the grain
consumed—a staple of the economy in all ancient societies—and then used these
figures to compare the economic capacities of different states. Although some
scholars have attempted to use this method to compare the economic capacities of
the Roman and Chinese empires, a similar study for the Sasanian Empire remains
lacking. Since contemporary Sasanian data for wheat prices during this period are
scarce, it is necessary to carefully examine and reconcile these data. After analyzing
the surviving sources, it was determined that, in the late Sasanian period, one
drachm was equivalent to 16.3 or 26.1 kilograms of wheat. As a result, it became
possible to estimate the annual revenue of the Sasanian Empire in terms of the
amount of grain consumed, and subsequently to compare it with that of the other

aforementioned states.

Conclusion

In the present study, the revenue of the Abbasid Caliphate was first calculated based
on the average prevailing price of grain during that period, and then the data for the
Roman Empire and the Han Empire were similarly employed. Accordingly, the
Roman Empire, the Han Empire, and the Abbasid Caliphate had revenues of
approximately 2.6 to 3.5 million tons, 2.1 to 3.7 million tons, and 2.43 to 3.1 million
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tons of wheat, respectively. In contrast, the Sasanian Empire, based on the average
wheat price of the period, had a revenue equivalent to 9.78 or 15.66 million tons of
wheat. Thus, the Sasanians generated an income roughly three to six times greater

than that of the largest non-Iranian states of the ancient and medieval world.
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