Economic History Studies of Iran, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 14, No. 2, Autumn and Winter 2025-2026, 187-225
https://www.doi.org/10.30465/ehs.2025.52534.2052

Promotion of Domestic Goods and Textiles in Mashhad
in the Late Qajar Era (1895-1925):
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Abstract

From the mid-Qajar period, Iranian-made textiles faced serious challenges in
competition with imported European fabrics. Domestic producers were weakened in
this unequal struggle, and local products were gradually replaced by foreign textiles.
Supporting national goods became one of the strategies for preserving and
sustaining domestic production. Initially, this concept emerged as an idea and later
materialized in practice through the establishment of various companies and
associations aimed at promoting the consumption of domestic textiles in Mashhad.

Despite the significance of the issue of supporting domestic products in
Mashhad, no research has been conducted in this area so far. It remains unclear what
measures and approaches were taken in support of domestic goods, what results
were achieved, and what led to their failure. Therefore, the present study aims to
explore the ideas and practical actions taken in Mashhad to support domestic goods
from the reign of Mozaffar ad-Din Shah to the end of the Qajar era, as well as the
reasons behind their lack of success.

The findings show that, influenced by the activities of the Eslamiyeh Company
in Isfahan, the publication of the book Lebas al-Tagwa, the speeches of Haj Seyyed
Mohammad Agqa, and the promotional efforts of the Adab newspaper, support for
domestic products began in Mashhad. After the Constitutional Revolution, this

movement gained further attention within associations such as the Esna Ashari
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Association, the Sa'adat Association, and the Charity Association of Yazdi
Merchants, as well as in the poems of poets like Esmail Khoyi. Later, the views
expressed in the newspaper Fekr-e Azad and the fatwa of Mirza Reza Damghani also
influenced support for the production and consumption of domestic textiles.

However, due to a lack of public and commercial participation in investment,
failure to modernize the textile industry, and the monopoly law on production, the
idea of promoting domestic goods did not yield satisfactory results.

Keywords: Promotion of domestic textiles, foreign trade, Mashhad, imports.

Introduction

The economic condition of any society is influenced by the production trade, and
consumption of goods. This cycle, however, is dynamic and can experience
fluctuations depending on the economic and cultural conditions of the society.
Strong production reflects a society that is productive and economically prosperous,
while a society that consumes without producing tends toward consumerism,
economic dependence and reliance on imports. During the Qajar period, with the
rise of industrial production in Europe, textiles were imported into Iran through
exports with low customs duties, significantly affecting local production. English
and Russian textiles gradually crowded out Iranian producers, and inexpensive
European goods gradually replaced traditional domestic products.

Until the mid-Qajar period, Iranian society produced most of its needed textiles
and occasionally exported a portion of them. However, during the reign of Naser al-
Din Shah, unequal conditions emerged, leading to a negative trade balance. Since
Mozaffar al-Din Shah, merchants and religious scholars sought solutions to
overcome this matter, working to raise public awareness of domestic goods and to
encourage the consumption of locally produced textiles. This study examines the
period from Mozaffar al-Din Shah’s reign to the end of the Qajar era (1313-1343
AH) in the city of Mashhad, aiming to address the following questions:

1. When did the idea of promoting domestic goods, particularly textiles, emerge
in Mashhad during the Qajar period?
2. Under what influences and by whom was the promotion of domestic goods in

Mashhad initiated?

3. What practical measures were undertaken to encourage the use of domestic
goods and textiles in Mashhad?
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4. How successful was the initiative to support and promote domestic textiles in
Mashhad?

Materials & Methods

The present research is historical in nature and has been conducted based on library
studies, relying on sources, periodicals, and documents from the Qajar era. After
collecting and classifying the data, they were examined using a descriptive-
analytical method in order to identify the dimensions of the idea of supporting
national goods and the ways it was implemented in Mashhad during the late Qajar

period.

Discussion and Results

During the Safavid period in Mashhad, textiles such as taffeta, lung, silk, velvet,
embroidered shawls, bedding, decorative embroidery and silk handkerchiefs were
produced, and weavers held a prominent position among artisans. However, with the
arrival of foreign goods, the conditions for domestic textiles and local weavers
changed. English and Russian calico were sold cheaply in the Khorasan market, and
taxation placed additional pressure on Mashhad’s weavers and thread-spinners. In
the years following the Constitutional Revolution, the number of weaving looms
declined sharply. Reports from the thirteen-year period between 1901 and 1913
indicate the importation of textiles from India and Russia into Khorasan and Sistan.
Imports from Russia were more than ten times those from India, but after World
War I, dependence on English textiles increased.

Haji Seyyed Mohammad Yazdi was the first person who, in 1317 AH, spoke of
establishing the Ja‘fariyeh Company and opening factories. Afterwards, Adib al-
Mamalek Farahani, the editor of Adab newspaper, encouraged the activities of the
Eslamiyeh Company of Isfahan, but the general public did not welcome the idea. In
support of domestic textiles, Adab newspaper published the treatise Lebas al-Taqva,
written by Seyyed Jamal al-Din Esfahani. The Ra’is al-Tojjar (Head of Merchants)
also engaged in selling the products and textiles of Eslamiyeh. The promotion of
national goods in Mashhad began in 1319 AH through Adab, the city’s first
newspaper. The Constitutional Revolution influenced nationalism and the
consumption of domestic products. The Ethna Ashariyyah Association was
established with the aim of promoting national company-produced merchandise.
Yazdi merchants residing in Mashhad also founded the Charitable Ettifagiyyah
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Association of Yazdi Merchants to promote local fabrics and provincial textiles.
Additionally, Haji Mohammad-Sadegh Maghazeh, a Tabrizi merchant living in
Mashhad, traded in support of national goods.

World War I devastated silk weaving in Mashhad. Poets reflected on the impact
of imported foreign goods in their work and emphasized the promotion of domestic
industries and weaving. In the final years of the Qajar period, dependence on
English products increased, and the exclusive trade privileges of the British were
criticized in the newspaper Fekr-e Azad. The fatwa issued by Mirza Reza Damghani,
in response to the exile of Shia clerics from Iraq, advocating the boycott of foreign
goods and the promotion of domestic textiles, attracted significant attention. Some
merchants also focused on promoting the consumption of local goods. Mohammad
Esmail Monir Mazandarani, for example, promoted and sold domestic fabrics and
worsteds from Yazd and Kashan, as well as Berak textiles from Bajestan. Some, like
Haji Rajab Ali, a Kashani merchant, purchased weaving machinery from Japan to
support local production. Mirza Mohammad Ali Khan Etminan also contemplated
establishing textile and rope-making factories.

Conclusion

The promotion of domestic textiles in Mashhad was largely influenced by the
Islamiyah Company of Isfahan. Despite the speeches of Seyyed Mohammad Yazdi,
the advocacy efforts of Adib al-Mamalek Farahani, and the activities of various
associations aiming to encourage the consumption of domestic goods after the
Constitutional Revolution, Iranian textiles were unable to compete with foreign
products. The promotion of domestic goods remained largely an idea and did not
reduce consumer dependence on imported textiles. The failure and impracticality of
this idea stemmed from several factors:

1. Advocacy for domestic textiles was focused more on consumption rather than
production.

2. Investment in the textile industry faced restrictions due to monopolistic laws
during the Qajar period.
3. Lack of investment in mechanizing handicraft industries and producing high-

quality textiles.

4. A tendency to purchase foreign goods influenced by the cultural conditions of
society and the prevalence of cultural self-inferiority.
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5. The absence of restrictive customs regulations on the import of low-priced

goods, which led to the saturation of the market with foreign products.

6. Lack of economic solidarity and participation among Mashhad merchants due

to the negative legacy of the Public Company.

Together, these factors meant that efforts to promote and support domestic
textiles in Mashhad remained largely theoretical until the mid-Pahlavi period, failing
to translate into active participation in production or to reduce dependence on

foreign goods.
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Diplomatic and consular reports Persia report for the year 1901002 on the trade of khorassan and

sistan (1902), annual series no 2533, London

Diplomatic and consular reports Persia, report for the year 1912-13 on the trade of

Khorasan,(1918). annual series no 4991, London.
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