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Abstract

This article explains the position and relationship between industry, agriculture, and
animal husbandry in Kerman province from the Safavid era to the first Pahlavi era.
Kerman is a vast land, but with a low population density and little rainfall. Iranian
industries during the period under consideration in this study are considered to be of
the "ancient industries" type. Traditional agriculture and animal husbandry were
prevalent during this period. From the Safavid era to the Qajar era, "ancient
industries" in Kerman had a sinusoidal trend; that is, they had an ascending,
descending, and neutral course, and finally reached a degree of decline that left no
trace of their glory days. However, agriculture and animal husbandry continued to
grow despite the drought and water shortage of the climate. The following article
seeks to find the reasons for this event and to discover the reasons for the greater
progress of some branches of industry, especially textiles and carpet weaving, in the
Kerman region compared to other industrial fields, relying on the characteristics of
the ecosystem. The monopoly of some raw materials, or at least the prevalence of
such a perception, along with government interventions in the government's
monopoly on the extraction and use of some minerals and imports, led to the

historical event discussed in this article.
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Introduction

Kerman occupies a large area of southern, central, and eastern Iran. One of the
characteristics of Kerman's vast territory is the diversity of climate. Its northern
regions encompassed areas as far as central Iran, and Hormuz was considered one of
its ports in the south. (Moghaddisi, 1982: 688). Given the vastness of Kerman, it is
not possible to make the same judgment for all regions. However, some similarities
have long been noted; as Istakhri writes without mentioning the name of the city or
cities: "And in the cities of Kerman there are many mines" (Istakhri, 1968: 141).
Even today, it is impossible to name a city in this province that is not famous for
having rich mines. In the field of agriculture, the diversity of products is undeniable;
but it is impossible to find a city that does not have or does not have thriving
agriculture. Again, in Istakhri's words, "Kerman has both hot and cold climates, and
they are mixed together. And there are all kinds of fruits." (Istakhri, 1347: 141).

Materials & Methods

In his article "Economy of Kerman in the Qajar Period" (Parse, 2013), Reza
Sehatmanesh discussed the relationship between economy and politics in Kerman,
and through this, he examined the connection between the social base of some
Kerman politicians and intellectuals during the Qajar period and their political
reactions, including in events such as the Shawl Weavers' Uprising. Mohsen
Morsalpour and Mohammad Piri, in their article "Investigating the Economic
Measures of the Seljuks of Kerman" (Pajuheshnameh Tarikh Haye Makhli Iran,
2011), believe that the Seljuks intended to earn income from agriculture. Therefore,
they damaged the agriculture of Kerman, which was prosperous before them, but
trade flourished in their territory. However, it seems that the article of these two
researchers did not pay attention to the position of water and irrigation in the thought
of Khwaja Nizam al-Molk and some royal decrees such as Qavard in digging wells,
and mostly only limited periods where there was military conflict and caused
destruction of property were considered. Also, the fact that the prevalence of
feudalism during the Seljuk era in Kerman was not profitable without agriculture has
been neglected.

Discussion & Result

The numerous works of Bastani Parizi have provided a comprehensive description

of all aspects of social life in Kerman, which are valuable and unique sources for
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understanding the life and historical life of the region. However, there is no direct
and specific reference to the subject of the present article in these texts. As in
"Politics and Economy of the Safavid Era" in many cases, including on pages 345
and 245, the emphasis is on politics and social issues are more prominent. Bastani
Parizi, in works such as "Aftabe Zarrin Fereshtegan", provides a detailed description
of the life of the nomads of Kerman and their role in the socio-economic life of the
region. In the following, we can mention works such as the History of the Economy
and Trade of Kerman from the 9th millennium BC to the present, written by Seyyed
Mohammad Ali Golabzadeh, which was compiled in the style of Yadnameh and
Farhangnameh and relies less on such comparisons. Therefore, the subject of the
present article has not been considered. (Vali Publications, 2014). Of course, some,
such as Majid Nikpour, have tried to examine other aspects, such as the history of
Kerman carpets and shawls, which were not considered in the current article. (A
Study of the Revolt of Kerman Shawl Weavers, Surah Mehr, 2016).

(The Social and Economic Dynamics of Kerman in Southeast Iran Based on
Historical Texts and Pottery Finds of the Islamic Era in the Qala-e-Dokhtar Site,
2010); are among these. The latter article has an archaeological content, examines a

wide scope, and does not follow the historical research method.

Conclusion

Accordingly, travelogues, historical geography books, and local history texts,
research, and statistical data are the main sources used in the present study, which
was provided in a descriptive-analytical manner. This study showed that several
factors caused the main economic advantage of the region to be agriculture and
animal husbandry despite the scarcity of resources, and industrial backwardness
despite the abundance of resources. It seems that sometimes the main reasons for
this phenomenon can be understood by relying on historical texts. This phenomenon
has continued to this day, and despite the extremely high exploitation of the
province's unique mineral resources, Kerman still ranks first in the country with 38.6
percent of employment in the agricultural sector, and at the bottom of the table with
22.6 percent of industrial employment. Also, the province, which is called the
paradise of mines and has the second place in the government's general revenues
with an eleven percent share, is still among the first in the country in poverty and
deprivation indicators. The present study, relying on a historical comparison of the
situation of agriculture, livestock, and industry, has attempted to examine the



Abstract 246

historical causes of this phenomenon. However, tracing the roots of the issue must
also include social and anthropological aspects, which are beyond the scope of the
present study. Nevertheless, this article has tried to find an answer to an unanswered
question. The innovative aspect of this study is to establish a connection between the
current and present life of Kerman people in the contemporary era and
historical periods.
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