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Abstract

A review of research conducted in the field of the history of the drafting of the
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran shows the prominent role of justice-
seeking tendencies in writing the principles of the economic-oriented constitution.
With the victory of the Islamic Revolution, one of the most urgent matters was to
determine the principles of the political system, the frameworks governing it, and
the basic structures of the new system. Accordingly, Imam Khomeini tasked the
interim government with forming a Constituent Assembly. After the draft
constitution was prepared, political parties and groups criticized it by issuing
statements and writing letters. The Ummat magazine, based on its similarities with
the ruling Islamist groups, especially in the period before the victory of the Islamic
Revolution, helped to consolidate the dominant Islamic discourse and to establish
the main lines of the Iranian economic system based on the three sectors of the state,
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cooperative, and private sectors, as well as clarifying the status of ownership in the

economic principles of the new constitution.

Keywords: Constitution, economic principles, ownership, militant Muslim movement,

Ummah magazine.

Introduction

The present research aims to examine the role and impact of the discourse of the
"Ommat" newspaper (the organ of the Jonbesh-¢ Mosalmanan-e Mobarez or the
Movement of Militant Muslims) on the process of formulating and ratifying the

economic principles of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Materials & Methods

The research method is discourse analysis, and the data collection tool is a library-
based approach. With the victory of the Islamic Revolution, the drafting of a new
constitution emerged as an unavoidable necessity. Imam Khomeini tasked the
Interim Government with preparing a draft. Following its publication, extensive
critiques were made by various groups. Among them, the Ommat newspaper, as the
representative of the Movement of Militant Muslims (a faction of Islamic leftists
influenced by thinkers such as Ali Shariati and Taleghani), sought to influence the
nascent constitution with its own discourse on economics and property.By providing
a brief overview of the historical process of drafting the constitution (from the
Interim Government to the Assembly of Experts), this article demonstrates that the
intellectual atmosphere on the eve of the revolution was saturated with various
discourses, which Bashiriyeh categorizes into four main groups: Islamic
fundamentalists (e.g., the Islamic Republic Party with the central signifier of
"Political Islam"), liberals (with the central signifier of "Republic"), Islamic leftists
(e.g., the Movement of Militant Muslims with the central signifier of "Councils"),
and secular leftist parties (with the central signifier of "Anti-Imperialism").

Discussion & Result

The Ommat newspaper belonged to the third discourse.Initially, Ommat opposed the
conventional formation of a Constituent Assembly (and later the Assembly of
Experts), believing that under conditions of colonial and reactionary influence and a
lack of full public awareness, such elections and assemblies could not represent the

true demands of the Mostaz'afin (the disinherited). Nevertheless, the Movement of
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Militant Muslims participated in the elections for the Assembly of Experts and
introduced candidates, though none of its main candidates (such as Habibollah
Peyman) were elected. Following the elections, the newspaper accused the Islamic
Republic Party of electoral fraud and monopolistic tendencies.The economic content
and positions of the Ommat newspaper largely reflected the ideas of Habibollah
Peyman, the Secretary-General of the Movement. In his works (such as
"Perspectives on Property, Labor, and Capital from an Islamic Viewpoint"),
Peyman, influenced by the Marxist labor theory of value (though with an Islamic
veneer), criticized private ownership of natural resources and exploitation. From his
perspective, Islam does not permit exclusive private ownership of natural resources
and God-given wealth, and "property" should be limited only to the direct product of
an individual's labor. He advocated for extensive government authority in the
economy, nationalization of industries, appropriation of surplus production from
individuals, and development of the public sector. During the period of reviewing
the draft and later the principles ratified by the Assembly of Experts, Ommat
consistently articulated its positions through publishing articles and holding panel
discussions. The newspaper deemed both the initial draft and the principles ratified
by the Assembly of Experts as lacking the "doctrinal spirit" and being insufficiently
anti-imperialist and justice-seeking. The most significant economic concerns raised
in Ommat included: opposition to private ownership of mechanized means of
production and factories, emphasis on "God-Ownership" (Khoda-Maleki -
ownership by God and society over resources), the necessity of specifying instances
of extravagance and exploitation in the law, prohibition of assembly-line industries,
banning usury in the banking system, and advocating for a council-based
system.After the conclusion of the Assembly of Experts' work, the Movement of
Militant Muslims, in a statement, while endorsing the generalities of the constitution
and encouraging participation in the referendum, called for its amendment and
completion, offering specific proposals in the realms of economics (such as
distinguishing legitimate from illegitimate private sectors, limiting ownership to the
product of labor, and prohibiting hoarding [Kanz]) and politics (such as
collectivizing leadership and guaranteeing freedoms). Following the referendum,
Ommat considered its affirmative vote conditional upon future amendments and,
upon Imam Khomeini's announcement regarding the necessity of revision, hoped the

Movement's proposals would be included in an "amendment to the constitution" .
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Conclusion

The article finds that although Ommat was unsuccessful in fully and precisely
incorporating its desired concepts (such as God-Ownership) into the constitution, it
played a significant role as a "catalyst" in the discursive atmosphere of that era. By
articulating signifiers such as "justice," "Mostaz'afin," and "anti-imperialism" around
the central signifier of "revolutionary Islam," it contributed to consolidating the
dominant justice-seeking discourse and was influential in solidifying the general
outlines of the economic system based on three sectors (state, cooperative, and
private in Article 44), legitimizing personal ownership derived from labor (Article
46), and prohibiting extravagance (Article 43). However, Ommat's economic
outlook was primarily influenced by a superficial reading of Marxist concepts such
as exploitation and distributive justice and did not provide a clear picture of an
alternative economic development model. This perspective was not without
influence in the formation of a kind of state capitalism in the subsequent years. The
Ummat magazine, based on its similarities with the ruling Islamist groups,
especially in the period before the victory of the Islamic Revolution, helped to
consolidate the dominant Islamic discourse and to establish the main lines of the
Iranian economic system based on the three sectors of the state, cooperative, and
private sectors, as well as clarifying the status of ownership in the economic

principles of the new constitution.
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